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The Suncoast Chapter has had another record-breaking year again with 1,231 entries! The entry submissions consisted of 967 
English entries and 264 Spanish entries! The ease of online entering and online video uploading has made a huge difference in 
the entry process and the feedback from the membership has been overwhelmingly supportive!

Now more than ever we need your help in judging other Chapter’s entries. Without qualified judges, there would 
be no EMMY® Awards! Please contact Karla MacDonald, Suncoast Chapter administrator at your earliest convenience: 
954.322.3171 or email her at our new chapter email address: emmysuncoast@gmail.com

ANOTHER RECORD-BREAKING YEAR!
SUNCOAST EMMY® ENTRIES TOTAL 1,231!

CHAPTER NEWS
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HOW EMMY® AWARDS ARE JUDGED
                                                      If you entered the 2014 Suncoast EMMY® Awards, here is an explanation of the way your entries are judged.

                                                  The Suncoast Chapter is one of nineteen Chapters in the United States.  We have been granted by our  
                                                parent organization, The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, the rights to bestow EMMY®  
                                             Awards within the Suncoast region of Florida, Louisiana, the Mobile, Alabama television market and the  
                                           Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.  The other Chapters have similar rights in different regions of the country.   
                                         All of these rights are subject to rules made by the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

                                             No EMMY® Award entries are judged within the Chapter where the entry originated.  All entries submitted 
                                                     in the Suncoast EMMY® Awards are judged by peer television professionals in other Chapters.  
                                                            Photographers in other Chapters judge Suncoast photography entries, news professionals in other        
                                                                    Chapters judge Suncoast news entries, etc.  The judging panels are composed of at at least five                                                                         
                                                                qualified people who score each entry against a standard of excellence—a score of ten is the    
                                                                   highest mark of excellence; one is the lowest.  

                                                                   The scores are returned to the Suncoast Chapter’s CPA, Ronald Martin.  He tabulates the scores  
                                                                  of each entry in every category.  He prepares two sequences of the scoring, one for English- 
                                                                   language entries and another for Spanish-language entries.  He prepares a special breakdown for  
                                                            a meeting with the Awards Committee of the Suncoast Chapter.  The breakdown displays numerous       
                                                       columns.  Each has a meaningless heading, such as “AA”, “AB”, “AC”, etc.  Underneath the heading is a list of  
                                             numbers.  The columns represent entry categories in the Suncoast EMMY® Awards.  The numbers represent 
the scores awarded to specific entries.  Neither the categories or the identity of the entries are revealed to the committee.  The 
process is completely blind.  

The rules say, The Chapter’s Awards Committee, in consultation with its requisite awards accounting firm, shall determine the level of 
excellence for each of the disciplines (categories) judged.  (The Suncoast Chapter has used its entire Board of Governors as the 
Chapter’s Awards Committee.)  Note that the language of the rule requires the Chapter to 
employ an accounting firm.  The job is to determine a score for nominations and a higher 
score for recipients.  In column AA, in the example to the right, the committee might decide 
that the two entries above a 7.1 would receive a nomination and that the sole recipient would 
be the entry receiving the score of 8.9.

The judging ballots state that scores of 5 – 6 are “Possibly Worthy”, 7 – 8 are “Worthy” and 9 – 10 are 
“Definitely Award Worthy”.  This scale indicates the range in which entries are worthy of a nomination.  
The exact score worthy of an EMMY® Award in any category is subject to the Chapter’s Award 
Committee’s judgment of what a score of excellence is in that category.

   
   Column AA

   8.9
       7.1
       5.6
       5.0
       3.4
       2.8

CHAPTER NEWS                    



J U L Y  2 0 1 4

National Television Academy, Suncoast Chapter • P.O. Box 840738 • Pembroke Pines, FL 33084 • Tel. 954-322-3171 • Fax 954-322-3178 • e-mail: emmysuncoast@gmail.com

HOW EMMY® AWARDS ARE JUDGED
Rules for Spanish-language entries
(from the Regional Awards Manual, prepared by the National Awards Committee) English-language entries from a given area will 
be judged by a panel of English-speaking judges while Spanish-language entries from the same area will be judged by a panel of  
Spanish-speaking judges.  The scores produced by these two panels must not be combined; instead the scores must be interpreted 
separately by your CPA firm for final “cut-off” evaluation.

Drawing the line
Because all of the judging panels are different, the scores for each category are unique to that category.  Therefore, when 
drawing the line, the scores in each blind category should not be compared to those in another category.  The line must be 
based only on the scores in the category itself.

David Ashbrock, the immediate past Chairman of the National Awards Committee wrote,  Judging panels are very different and 
scores within a given category reflect the uniqueness of that particular group of peer judges.  By interpreting scores on a curve, we’re 
able to diminish the disparity among judging panels.  It’s as much an ‘art’ as it is a ‘science’.  As a general rule of thumb, 30% of  entries 
ought to be nominees and 10 – 15% ought to be recipients.

Linda Giannecchini, the Vice Chairman of the National Awards Committee agreed and offered these additional remarks: Your 
Chapter’s percentages to entries, nominations and recipients are pretty much where they should be.  I wouldn’t suggest drawing the 
line for recipients any lower.  Everyone can’t be a winner.

The shared experience of most Chapters regarding lowering the line to allow a greater number of recipients is that “giving 
them out like candy” causes the EMMY® to lose value.  It just doesn’t mean as much if it isn’t hard to get.  To put it another way, 
it doesn’t mean as much if the EMMY® doesn’t stand for excellence in television.

The Suncoast Chapter has used a rough guideline of 10% of entries for determining recipients and 35% for determining 
nominees.  These are not absolute numbers and vary slightly from year to year depending on the actual scores.

If you have any questions, please send them to

Nominations in the 2014 Suncoast EMMY® Awards will be announced  on the Suncoast Chapter’s web site www.suncoastchapter.org 
in mid-October. Good luck to all the entrants!
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SAVE THE DATE
2014 Suncoast Emmy® Awards

Saturday, December 13th
Westin Beach Resort & Spa, Ft. Lauderdale
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         ‘CARLOS SUAREZ PROMOTED TO WEEKEND
         ANCHOR AT MIAMI’S WPLG 
              By Merrill Knox TVSPY

Carlos Suarez has been promoted to weekend evening anchor at WPLG, the ABC affiliate in Miami.
Suarez joined the station two years ago as a general assignment reporter. Before WPLG, Suarez 
worked at WINK, the CBS affiliate in Fort Myers. He will anchor the weekend evening newscasts 
alongside Jacey Birch.

                      DANIELLE KNOX TO JOIN WSVN 
                   By Kevin Eck  TVSPY

Danielle Knox is joining Miami FOX affiliate WSVN as anchor and reporter, Gossip Extra’s 
Jose Lambiet reports.

“I’ve worked in Los Angeles and Atlanta and San Francisco, but there’s no place like Miami when 
it comes to news,” Knox told Gossip Extra. “I’m very excited. There’s nothing more invigorating 
than live news.”

Knox last worked as a host of Lifetime’s morning show, The Balancing Act. She has also worked at 
WGCL in Atlanta, WFOR and WTVJ in Miami, WVIT in Hartford, Ct , and KTVE in Monroe, LA.

                    RICK SANCHEZ REVEALS SECRETS OF THE 
         SUCCESS OF WSVN’S  ICONIC ‘NEWSPLEX’                   

                   By Mark Joyella  TVSPY

According to a post on South Florida’s SFLTV, the iconic “Newsplex” set that has defined 
Miami station WSVN for decades, may be slated for a makeover:

The prevailing info we hear is that the revamp will be mostly cosmetic, similar to what 
Sunbeam did with its other station in Boston, WHDH, which just received a barely 
noticeable refresh with a darker red duratrans strip and some more monitors as backdrops 
on the second floor.

Sounds harmless enough. Until you hear this: “We’re kind of sad to report that there is a possibility the big wall of old CRT 
televisions, which have been there literally since the 1990s, will finally give way to big flat screens that will use software to 
simulate the tiny wall of TVs we’ve become used to seeing behind the anchors.”
                          Continued on Page 5
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Like Us on Facebook!  
Search “NATAS Suncoast Chapter Emmy® Awards” 
and become a fan today! 
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       RICK SANCHEZ REVEALS SECRETS OF THE SUCCESS OF WSVN’S      
                            ICONIC ‘NEWSPLEX’
                    

“Those tiny monitors were one of the most brilliant tech looks ever,” Sanchez told TVSpy. “As I’d travel around the country, 
people would always ask about them and many tried to copy it.” Why has no station–even, to be honest, sister station WHDH–
ever reproduced the look? Sanchez says it’s about the dimensions.

What they never realized was how small they were. Everybody got it wrong. They tried to re-create the look but their monitors 
were too big, therefore the ratio didn’t work and it made their sets look small. We looked bigger than life because the monitors 
were tiny. It served two purposes really. The first, as aforementioned was the ratio. The second, “frugality,” we got ‘em cheap. 
And to his credit, frugality, has always been (Sunbeam owner) Ed Ansin’s forte.

Sanchez says if the monitors go, someone might look for a large quantity of balled-up chewing gum he used to stick behind 
the CRT monitors before going live in the ‘Plex.

As for me, I’d hate to see them go. Like the teletype music bed for New York news radio station WINS, the look is a tie to the past 
that makes me happy. A monster vista wall wouldn’t be the same. If it goes, it should go directly to the Smithsonian.

       ANDY ALFORD NAMED GM OF WFLA
         By Kevin Eck  TVSPY

Media General has named Andy Alford VP and GM of Tampa NBC affiliate WFLA.

“This is a very exciting opportunity and I look forward to working with the talented group of 
broadcast professionals at WFLA,” Alford said in a statement.

Alford, who starts at WFLA on August 1, comes to the station from WTEN in Albany where he was 
named GM in 2010 by Young Broadcasting. He will continue in his role as VP of Sales for Media General.

Alford has also worked at WGCL in Atlanta, working his way up from general sales manager to station manager to general 
manager in the seven years he worked there. He has also worked in Orlando, FL, and Syracuse and Rochester, NY.

REGIONAL NEWS                                                                                                                                      
                                   Continued from Page 4

Andy Alford



J U L Y  2 0 1 4

National Television Academy, Suncoast Chapter • P.O. Box 840738 • Pembroke Pines, FL 33084 • Tel. 954-322-3171 • Fax 954-322-3178 • e-mail: emmysuncoast@gmail.com

       NICOLAS CAGE MAKES WWL STUDIO HOLLYWOOD FOR A DAY
       By Kevin Eck  TVSPY
                    

New Orleans CBS affiliate WWL got a visit from film star Nicolas Cage in between the morning and noon news.

But he wasn’t there to talk, he was there to work. Cage was in town to shoot a movie set in the wake of the BP oil spill.

Houston CBS affiliate KHOU reports the director shot in New Orleans because he wanted to keep the film authentic.

But another important element for him was keeping things local. 
That included dozens of crew members in the studio and some 
familiar faces you’ll see in the film.“Like Wendell Pierce and 
Bryan Batt and a lot of the smaller roles are a lot of local actors, 
and about 90 percent of our crew are also Louisiana locals as well.”

Marcus Lyle Brown grew up in Lafayette.

“My character Chris Wilcox is the Louisiana attorney general and he 
is running for office, U.S. Senate, and he’s there interviewing and 
basically talking about the BP oil spill and its negative impact on 
the citizens,” Brown said.

An interview scene sounds simple enough, but the crew shot it 
over and over and over.

“You’re doing different takes to get the performance right and then you’re also shooting coverage,” [Director Austin] Stark said. 
“When you watch film it’s not all just one shot. You’re getting different angles and different sizes on the different characters and 
the action.”

And Stark already has high hopes that all of those takes equal a compelling movie.

“I think it will be a very powerful and very poignant film.”
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Nicolas Cage at WWL studios in New Orleans

Get the jump on who’s nominated!

Coming to Facebook   |    Mid-October
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REPORTING ON A UNIQUE TRAGEDY, CHRIS CUOMO 
MOTIVATED BY ‘SENSE OF PURPOSE’ 
By Merril Knox, TV SPY

For CNN anchor Chris Cuomo, covering Malaysia Airlines flight 17—a passenger jet 
shot down by a surface-to-air missile in a conflict zone near the Ukraine/Russia border—
was a unique experience in his seasoned journalism career.

“We’ve covered different types of conflict and war and we’ve covered disasters like this, 
plane crashes, but never together. I know they’ve happened before, [but] in recent history, 
we just haven’t had to deal with anything like this. And I think the compounding effect of the humanity takes you by surprise 
because you have to deal with so many different things at once,” he tells TVNewser.

“The first thing I did when I got there, and I saw what was going on: I said a prayer for the dead. And it’s not because I’m particularly 
religious, because I’m not,” Cuomo says. “It’s that I just knew they were not being cared for, and in fact quite the opposite was true, 
they were being left there on purpose.”

Cuomo says he has a simple way to stay focused when “surrounded by complete and utter devastation and negativity and 
sadness”—a reminder of why he became a journalist in the first place.

“What I do, and what many of us do, is you use your mental images and what you carry with you as a reminder of why you do it, 
what life really is for you when it’s at its best,” he says. “For me, it’s as simple as the screensaver on my phone of my wife and 
kids and our dog.”

“That’s how I get through it, that’s how I deal with it,” Cuomo continues. “Because I can’t be detached. It’s not who I am.  
I don’t do this job to be detached. I do it because I’m overwhelming attached to the people that we’re doing it for. I think 
that’s what the job’s all about.”

PEOPLE MOVES

BERT MEDINA, WPLG, Miami, promoted from Vice President and General Manager to President of the station. Median joined WPLG 
in October 2013 when it was a Post-Newsweek station. It was sold to Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway in March of this year.

Meteorologist CODY MURPHY moves from WMBD in Peoria, Ill. to WZVN in Ft. Myers, Fla.

ANDREW SCHEINTHAL has joined WINK in Fort Myers as a reporter.  He previously anchored the weekend newscasts at WVII-
WFVX in Bangor.

GINGER GADSEN joins WKMG in Orlando from WTSP in Tampa. In her new role, Gadsden will anchor WKMG’s 5:30 p.m. and 
7 p.m. newscasts.

NATIONAL NEWS                               

Chris Cuomo



J U L Y  2 0 1 4

National Television Academy, Suncoast Chapter • P.O. Box 840738 • Pembroke Pines, FL 33084 • Tel. 954-322-3171 • Fax 954-322-3178 • e-mail: emmysuncoast@gmail.com

Officers

Chip Richards, President and Trustee, 
Production Manager,  WLRN-TV, PBS, Miami

John Mays, 1st Vice President and Trustee, 
Production Manager, WFOR/CBS4, Miami

Maria Cristina Barros, 2nd Vice President and Alternate Trustee,
Director of Marketing and Community Relations,  
WSCV/Telemundo 51, Miami

Karla MacDonald, Secretary, Suncoast Chapter Administrator

Betsy Behrens, Treasurer, Retired television producer

Board of Governors

Barbara Alfonso, Manager, Programming and Community
Marketing, WTVJ/NBC6, Miami

Maria Cristina Barros, Chapter 2nd Vice President and  
Alternate Trustee, Director of Marketing and Community  
Relations, WSCV/Telemundo 51, Miami

Joyce Belloise, Executive Producer, WPBT Channel 2, Miami 

Pam Giganti Bunge, News Anchor, WTVJ/NBC6, Miami

Natalia Crujeiras, Director of Digital Media & Social Strategy 
for the Office of Cuba Broadcasting 

Lori Davis, Producer/DP/Director/Avid Editor,
LCD Productions, Ft. Lauderdale

Frances Hernandez, Manager, Production Administration,
WPBT Channel 2, Miami

Adriana Mocciola, Producer, Telemundo Network, Miami

Christine Portela, Producer, Fusion, an ABC-Univision joint venture

Liz Roldan, News Director, WFOR/CBS4, Miami

Mel Taylor, Assignment Desk, WPLG, Miami

Max Wyler, Owner, Accord Productions, Coconut Grove

Committee Chairs

Art & Design
Stacey Panson, Designer, Ft. Lauderdale

Emmy Awards
John Mays, Production Manager, WFOR/CBS4, Miami

Scholarship
Angela Ramos, Programming & Public Affairs Director,
WLTV/Univision23, Miami

Karla MacDonald, Suncoast Chapter Administrator

Tel. 954-322-3171 e-mail emmysuncoast@gmail.com

TO SUBSCRIBE TO TUBE TALK: Send mail to: tubetalk@emmyonline.org with the 

following command as the body of your e-mail message: subscribe tube talk

TO UNSUBSCRIBE TO TUBE TALK: Send mail to: tubetalk@emmyonline.org with the 

following command as the body of your e-mail message: unsubscribe tube talk

Submissions related to television in the Suncoast region of Florida, 

Mobile, Alabama, Louisiana and Puerto Rico are welcome. Send to 

emmysuncoast@gmail.com


